MA SPECIALIZATIONS
SCHOOL OF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN STUDIES
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE THESIS AND THE MA FINAL EXAM

Thesis

Formal requirements:

The thesis must be prepared in electronic form and uploaded electronically (in PDF or Word format) to the Neptun academic system. When submitting the thesis, only a single document may be uploaded, including any attachments.

The outer cover must include: the words “thesis,” the student’s name, major, and the year the thesis was written.

The inner cover must include: the words “thesis,” the thesis title in Hungarian and English, and the year of completion. In the lower left corner, the supervisor’s name, department, the name of the institution (ELTE), and the year of submission (e.g., 2026) must be included, as well as the following: “MA Szakdolgozat” and “MA Thesis.” In addition, the thesis must include a table of contents and references, a bibliography of at least 15 works cited, and an abstract of approximately 100–150 words.

The statement on the use of artificial intelligence tools is a mandatory part of the thesis; it can be downloaded from: 
https://www.btk.elte.hu/en/regulations-regarding-the-use-of-artificial-intelligence-tools-at-the-faculty-of-humanities-of-elte
Length: at least 80,000 characters, i.e., 40 pages. Only the actual text pages count toward this total; the title page, table of contents, bibliography, etc., do not. The maximum length of the thesis is 60 pages, not including notes, table of contents, illustrations, etc.

Font: Times New Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced, with 2.5 cm margins.

Language: The thesis must be written in English.

Content requirements:

Format: Traditional thesis; it may be written on any topic for which the MA program offers a course.

Topic selection: Students must select a topic and a thesis advisor by the end of the second semester, followed by the submission of the thesis title in the third semester. The topic is selected based on the approval of the thesis supervisor. The topic selection must be also approved by the head of the department. A faculty member may supervise a maximum of 6 theses per academic year.

Thesis 
Title Submission: This must be submitted by the middle of the 3rd semester if the student intends to take the final exam in the 4th semester. In addition to the thesis title declaration, the thesis outline and bibliography must also be submitted to the department staff member designated for this purpose, who will review the outline in advance and notify the student that the department supports the thesis. At this time, the topic from which the student will draw a question for the final exam must also be approved; the compilation and approval of the topics is the responsibility of the relevant department.

Responsibility of the department
Supervision: The supervisor must be a full-time or part-time faculty member of the Department of Applied Linguistics or the Department of English Language Pedagogy. Exceptions to this rule are permitted only in exceptional cases, following prior consultation with the head of the department. The student regularly consults with the thesis supervisor and reports to them on every stage of the work. The thesis advisor may set internal deadlines during the thesis phase.  The thesis supervisor is required to consult regularly with the student, recommend relevant literature, assist with its analysis and the writing process, and remind the student of formatting and deadline requirements.

Starting in 2021, all students may submit their theses in Neptun only with the support of their thesis supervisor. 

Quality: Students must be able to demonstrate a high level of academic achievement in synthesising the knowledge acquired during their MA studies. An additional requirement is the grammatically correct use of English, as well as the appropriate application of academic writing conventions.

Literature: The thesis must cite academically accepted works in the field and those that provide a detailed analysis of its findings.

The citation system must comply with British or American standards, in accordance with the conventions of the field (which may vary by department); the citation system to be used in the thesis must be agreed upon in advance with the thesis supervisor.
Please be sure to follow the University’s regulations regarding plagiarism checks.

Referee: The referee determines the grade for the thesis. The head of the department appoints the referee after the thesis has been submitted.

Submission: The deadline for submitting the thesis, the evaluation procedure, and the process for rewriting a failed thesis are outlined in the institutional regulations and in the requirements of the MA programme.

Defence of the thesis: The student must defend the thesis at the oral final exam. The final exam committee evaluates the defence of the thesis using a five-point grading scale.

Evaluation:

The referee is required to grade the thesis on a scale of 1 to 5 and provide a written evaluation of at least one page—in English or Hungarian —indicating which topics they wish to discuss with the student during the defence. A new thesis may not be submitted to obtain a higher grade. Details of the evaluation can be found on the website of the School of English and American Studies (SEAS):

http://seas.elte.hu/w/studies/graduation/final_examination
For department-specific information, please check the website of the department.
Final examination
The final examination aims to examine and assess whether the student has been able to acquire and apply all the necessary knowledge, skills, and abilities required for the MA degree. 

The prerequisites for the final examination are: 

(i) The Student is in possession of the final certificate (“abszolutórium” in Hungarian): the final certificate confirms that the student has completed all the required study units and related general academic obligations as specified in the Study Unit List (except for the thesis, the required language proficiency examination, and the final examination), and has collected all credit points specified in the qualification requirements, except for those to be obtained for the thesis. The final certificate is to be issued in the semester in which the student has met all the requirements for the final certificate. 

(ii) The Student has no outstanding financial obligations (such as e.g. an unpaid tuition fee or any other type of unpaid fee) and the student has returned all University property 

(iii) The Student has submitted a thesis in time and the thesis has been awarded a pass mark. 

Note: You must complete ALL the prerequisites at least 3 days before the final examination (there can be no examinations left for after the final examination).
EVALUATION AND GRADING OF THE FINAL EXAMINATION

The final examination consists of two parts: defence of the thesis and the main subject exam. The examination proceeds as follows:

1. defence of the thesis;

2. main subject exam: the discussion of a topic the student draws and then presents without preparation. The topic is from the general subject area approved by the department and specified on the candidate’s thesis title submission form, approved by the head of the department. (If one of the topics matches the subject of the thesis, that topic is removed from among the list of questions before the candidate draws one).
The final examination is held before a committee; the student is assessed on a scale of 1 to 5.

The final result of the final examination is the mathematical average of the two grades received at the final examination (defence, discussion of a topic). If the candidate fails any of these parts, the relevant regulations of the HKR are to be followed.

DEGREE CERTIFICATE

The degree certificate states the weighted average of the grade received on the Final Examination

(A) and the grade for the thesis (B) according to the following formula: (A*0,45) + (B*0,55).

According to Section 84 (6) of Academic Regulations, (HKR) the diploma is classified according to its average down to two decimals:

- 
	Scale of achievement (in 

%)  

2.00–2.49   

2.50–3.49   

3.50–4.49   

4.50–4.79   

4.80–5.00 
	Grade  

2 (elégséges/pass)  

  3 (közepes/satisfactory)  

  4 (jó/good) 

  5 (jeles/excellent) 

   5 (kiváló/outstanding) 

	
	  


